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CLAIMS 

In the Examiner's Answer, pages 4 and 5, the examiner asserts that the phrase 
"control of reading" in the claim is not limited to prohibiting reading of data, does not 
mean whether or not data "can be read", and can simply mean going to read mode after 
reading the bit. 

1. The examiner's argmnent is illogical. The examiner states that "control of 
reading" could mean going to read mode. Going to a read mode only controls whether or 
not a medium can be written, and does not change or control whether the medimn can be 
read. When the medium is not in a read mode (that is, the mediiun can be written) the 
medium can be read, and in read mode, the medium can be read, so nothing about reading 
has been changed or controlled. 

2- From MPEP 2111, during patent examination, the pending claims must be given 
their broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification . The examiner's 
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assertion is inconsistent with the specification, which at page 9, lines 5-7 specifies disabling 
reading. 

3, From the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, "control'" means: 
2 a : to exercise restraining or directing influence over : re gulate b : to have 
power over : RULE c : to reduce the incidence or severity of especially to 
innocuous levels < control Bn insect population > <control a disease > 

From the above definition, a plain English interpretation of "control of reading'* is 
that reading is restrained or that the bit has power over reading. 
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